AN ESSAY BY SIR FRANCIS BACON

Bacon wrote this essay in 1605. He was a British lawyer, philosopher, legislator, and author.
By leading the struggle against the Aristotelian scholastic tradition , he fostered the flowering
of formal scientific inquiry.

In the year of our Lord 1432, there arose a grievous quarre[ amonyg the brethren over the
number of teeth in the mouth of a horse. For 13 cfays the cfisyutation ragecf without ceasing. All the
ancient books and chronicles were fetcﬁecf out, and wonc{mﬂ( and }Joncferous erudition, such as was
never ngore heard of in this region, was made manﬁst

At the Eeginnmg cf the 14th c{ay, a youtﬁﬁJ fm’ar cf goocffy Eeam’ng asked his learned
superiors for permission to add a word, and stmigﬁtway, to the wonderment cf the c[isputants, whose
afeego wisdom he sore vexed, he beseeched them to unbend in a manner coarse and unheard of, and to
look in the open mouth of a horse and ﬁ’ncf the answer to their questionings. At this, their di’gnity
Eeing grievous[y hurt, tﬁey waxed exceecﬁng[y wroth; and, joining in the migﬁty uproar, tﬁey f[ew
upon him and smote him ﬁi}) and tﬁigﬁ, and cast him out fortﬁwitﬁ. For, said tﬁey, sure[y Satan
hath tem}atecf this bold neopﬁyte to declare unﬁo(y and unﬁearcf—cf ways of ﬁncfing truth contrary to
all the teacﬁings qf the fatﬁers.

illﬁer many cfays more of grievous stmfe the dove of “peace sat on the assemﬁfy, and tﬁey as
one man, c[ecfaring the }oroﬁﬁzm to be an ever[asting mystery because cf a grievous dearth of

historical and tﬁeo(ogica[ evidence tﬁereof, so ordered the same writ down.

Think about this.

1. Who's thinking scientifically? What are the features of the individual’s approach that mark it
as science?

2. What’s Bacon’s point?

3. Do you see any lessons in this passage for today?
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