
DSPS 31: Memory Strategies for Students with Disabilities 

 

Semester: Spring 2014    Instructor: Christine Tunstall 
Schedule:  Mon/Wed 1:15 – 2:40 am  Office: 16D (Trailer on Miracle Mile) 
Class Location: Building 17 Room 9  Phone:  (909)274-5649 
Office Hrs: MW 11:15 – 12:00 pm  E-mail: ctunstall@mtsac.edu 
 

Advisory Pre-Requisite: Eligible for Read 80 (for readings and group tasks)  
 

Required:     Mnemonics for Study – Fiona McPherson 

Recommended: 3-ring binder specifically for this class’ materials: 
handouts, board images, group work, demo pages 

 
  You should have another academic class for application of these strategies   

Use your My MtSAC web portal to access Moodlerooms for grades 
 and for links to all  handouts 

Grading: This class is Pass/No Pass. You must earn a C or better for a Pass grade.  

  20 points  Quiz on the memory process 
  80 points  Memory Analysis Essay 
up to130 points Group tasks, ratings, and presentations (6-8 @ up to 20 pts each) 
up to 150 points Demo pages using Memory Strategies  (15+ @ up to 10 pts each) 
  20 points  Final Exam 
400 points 
 

**280 pts or more earns a P(Pass) for this class. Fewer pts is NP (No Pass). 

 

Class Concept: 
Research has repeatedly shown that most memory processes are active.  We don’t retrieve 
information effectively by merely reading it over and over.  We remember most effectively 
when we provide the greatest variety of “links” between the new information we want to 
remember, and what we already know and then repeatedly retrieve the information over time.  
It is easier to develop these links if we are aware of how our brains work, how to select what 
to remember, what we do when we want to memorize new information, and what we do when 
we need to retrieve that information.  This class will focus on the use of memory strategies for 
academic material: what we currently understand about memory, how to select key 
concepts to memorize, and techniques to improve the number and ways of “linking” 
information in order to have a more effective memory. 
 
 

Each class meeting, all electronic devices are to be set to vibrate or off and related headsets 
removed. Unauthorized use during class can result in forfeit of the device and/or your removal 
from class. 
 

If you have a disability or are having difficulties related to this class, please talk to me after class or in 

office hours, or contact me by e-mail.  If you are registered with DSPS, please request your 

accommodations for this class at the DSP&S office (9B – Student Services). 

mailto:ctunstall@mtsac.edu


Assignments and Due Dates 
 
Attendance: On time attendance for any class is important.  While I won’t give points for 
attendance, I will subtract them for tardiness and unexcused absences.  If you arrive after I 
have finished taking attendance it will cost you one point, and an absence I don’t know about 
before class begins will cost you two points After 5 absences, any absence other than college 
excused will cost 2 points. Absences during the add period may result in you being dropped 
from the class so someone else may add. 
 
Quiz on the Memory Process (20 pts):  After discussing the theories on how memory 
works, there will be a quiz about this topic. 
 
Memory Analysis Essay (80 pts): During the early weeks of this class, you will be 
completing tasks to determine how effective different aspects of your memory are. You will 
then write a structured essay on what you have learned about the strengths and weaknesses 
of your memory.  
  
Group Tasks, Ratings, and Presentations (up to 130 pts): There will be six (6) to eight (8) 
group tasks designed for applying and practicing taught strategies.  The members of each 
group will change with each task. You are to work together to develop an appropriate 
strategy(ies) for memorizing the material given.  Each group will then share their use of the 
strategies to the rest of the class.  The effectiveness of the strategy, my ratings of your 
participation, your ratings of each others’ participation, and the presentation will all be 
considered in your grade for each group activity.  These group points are almost half of 
your grade, so attendance is important. Tardiness will result in further loss of points. 
 
Demonstration Pages of Memory Strategies (150 pts):  These pages are a critical part of 
this class.  Memory strategies must be used within functional, real-life situations in order to be 
internalized.  On these pages, you will assemble demonstrations of your use of these 
strategies in your other academic class(es).  These will be assigned and graded at three 
separate times during the semester, each requiring more demonstration examples for a 
larger number of points. You may do more than required to maximize your points. 
 Review 1:  3 Demo Pages Required  (30 points) 
 Review 2:  5 Demo Pages Required  (50 points)  
 Review 3:  7 Demo Pages Required  (70 points) 
 
Other Memory Quizzes:  I may be giving some “pop” quizzes during the semester.  These 
will not be graded.  These are feedback for you on which strategies are working for you and 
how effectively are you using them. 
 

Final Exam (20 pts): The final exam will review memory theory, key concepts, and 
strategies.  This is scheduled for Monday, June 9, 2014 at 1:30 – 4:00 pm. 
 

A few days after each class, I will upload all handouts and marker board print-outs to my 
website at http://instruction.mtsac.edu/ctunstall.   
 

Mt. San Antonio College has a Standards of Conduct to which all students are held 
(see class schedule for details).  Misconduct, including cheating and/or plagiarism, will 

result in no points for the work, removal from class, and/or possible suspension. 
 

The Student Learning Outcome for this class may be found at http://slo.mtsac.edu 

 

http://instruction.mtsac.edu/ctunstall
http://slo.mtsac.edu/

