
Demonstration Pages: General Guidelines 
 
 Your demonstration pages  represent mnemonics you have created for material you need to 
memorize for another class.  You can use a Demonstration Structure page for each one, or you can use 
something you create on your own.   
 
      This semester, we will work on your portfolio three times.  Each time more examples are required. 
 Round 1:  3 examples – at least one chunking, at least one association 
 Round 2: 5 examples – at least one linking, at least one story 
 Round 3: 7 examples – at least one journey 
 
Selection of Items 

• Include at least 5 items in any concepts that can be listed (techniques include: chunking, linking, 
journey, or peg mnemonics, often a story). 

 
• Include at least 3 separate items in any concepts where you’re memorizing the meaning of 

something (usually using association mnemonics, sometimes a story).  This may mean 3 separate 
concept associations (on one page is ok) to count as one demonstration 

 
• Make mnemonics only for material your teacher might include on a test.  Don’t use lists of section 

titles, spelling in math, lists of vocabulary words. 
 
• Make sure someone else can tell what you’re trying to show; don’t count on me remembering what 

you tell me!  If you think your drawing isn’t good, write a description of it (like I do!)   
 
Procedure (Look over grading rubric) 

1. Find some way of making clear what the items you chose (your key concepts). 
• You can copy the page from your book or notes, or write your own notes 
• Try showing it to someone else in the class.  If you have to explain more to them, then it might 

not be clear to me, either.  Being clear about what you need to memorize is part of improving 
your memory! 

 
2. Choose a mnemonic that is relevant to what you are learning.  Many level 1 key concepts don’t 

require associations, while many level 2 key concepts do. 
 

3. Make your mnemonic clear.  
• It should be: 

• relevant to what you’re studying,  
• meaningful for the concepts, and  
• a comfortable link/cue to help you remember the material.  

• Again, try showing it to someone else in the class to see if it is clear to them. 
 

4. Make your mnemonic useful.  With each group presentation, we have seen a variety of ideas.  Class 
reactions have given us an idea of which mnemonics caught your attention, and I have tried to 
gently indicate those that are more useful. 


